
Year 5 Spring, Geography and History 

The British Empire 
 

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)  

Previously, Chn have … 

• Mapped UK countries and continents of the world.  

• Learnt about other ancient civilizations (Ancient Egyp-
tians Y3, Ancient Greece Y4 and Romans Y4, Islamic 
Golden Age Y5)  

• Put historical events on a timeline  

• Used artefacts to learn about the past (Toys Y1 history) 
 
They have learnt about…  

• Travel and exploration (Y1 and Y2 humanities ) 

• Farming in the UK (Y2 geography/science and Y3 Stone-
Iron Age) 

Essential skills 

This time Chn will … 

•Locational knowledge: identify the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Trop-

ics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/

Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

•Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 

and major cities. 

•Investigate places: identify and describe how the physical features affect 

the human activitiy within a location. Name and locate some of the coun-

tries and cities of the world and their identifying human and physical charac-

teristics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key topographical features and 

land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time. Collect and analyse statistics and other information in 

order to draw clear conclusions about locations. 

•Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 

attitudes and experiences 

•Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society 

•Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of inter-

est around the world 

•Use dates and terms accurately in describing events 

•Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate 

•Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to an exceptional 

standard in order to communicate information about the past. 

•Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past 

 

Key vocabulary to be taught/embedded 
 

General historical: dates, era, change, continuity, century, 
chronology, civilizations, ancient, century, historical sources, 
time period. and legacy.  
Primary and secondary sources of evidence.  

Key content 
 

• You may choose to focus in on one country in particular, 

eg India (important that slavery is covered, however). 

• Why was it successful? 

• Importance of economy, trade 

• Triangular trade 

• Mapping 

• Resources countries traded with 

• Culture and education 

• How other countries and places were colonised 

• Slavery—England’s part in it 

• Campaign to abolish slavery 

• American war of independence 

• Gandhi and Indian independence 

• Long term effects on countries 

• Effect on immigration (leads into Y6 topic of Windrush) 

Linked Texts 
Gandhi Biographies 
Non Fiction books about the British Empire 

The British Empire was one of the largest empires the world has ever seen, and for more than a century Britain was the fore-

most global power, ruling over a quarter of the world’s area and population. It began in the 16th century and grew after the 

victory of the English navy over the invincible Spanish Armada (1588). This led to overseas trade and setting up of the first 

settlements in North America. England imported luxury goods and re-exported them at higher prices. The Empire also led to 

the spread of Christianity. The Industrial Revolution saw the need for new markets and raw materials, accelerating the ex-

pansion of the Empire. During first half of 20th century most colonies became dominions and acquired political independ-

ence. England lost military and naval supremacy and after second world war could no longer financially support an Empire. 




